My Half Year in Tralee, Ireland
Hello everyone,

My name is Céline and | have been living in Tralee, Ireland, since the end of January. Tralee is a
small town in the southwest of Ireland. Before coming to Ireland, | spent six months in Bordeaux,
France. | really enjoyed my time there, which makes it difficult to compare Tralee with Bordeaux.
Bordeaux is a large city with a completely different atmosphere and lifestyle. The weather and the
people are also very different here. Personally, | preferred Bordeaux a little more.

p - -K: =\ o~
F- !. y -— ﬂ During my first two weeks in Ireland, | stayed with

= - 1 ~ a host family together with another student from
3 q -

.~ mygroup because my long-term host mother
3 | was on holiday. The first host mother was very
kind and welcoming. We also shared the same
hobby: acrylic painting on canvas. During those
first two weeks, | attended an intensive language

course at school together with other students.

After changing host families, | felt uncomfortable with my new one. Thankfully, | was able to speak to
the school and change my host family. Everything is going very well, and | feel much better now.

| work in @ men’s clothing shop called Ryle Menswear. The
shop sells designer clothes and shoes, and also offers a suit |
sale and hire service. | mainly work alongside three male
colleagues who are very funny and friendly. My duties include
keeping the shop tidy and clean, folding clothes, receiving
deliveries, labelling and sorting new products, managing stock
levels and occasionally helping with social media videos. |
also advise customers on their purchases, work at the till and
answer the phone. | enjoy interacting with customers. From
time to time, we even had Swiss customers whom | was able
to assist. Even though this job is not exactly what | described
in my original career preferences, | am still happy to gain
experience in a different field.

Together with the Swiss group, | have already visited many places such as Dingle, Cork, Cobh,
Limerick, Galway, the Cliffs of Moher, Ballybunion, Fenit, Killarney and Dublin. Ireland’s landscape is
beautiful, especially when the weather is good. We had school twice a week and took our C1 English
exam in Limerick in middle of May.

| am delighted to be part of the KV+ group and to have been
given this opportunity. During a stay abroad, you gain
- valuable experiences, such as learning about cultural
— differences, gaining work experience abroad, and adapting
- to a completely new environment. A year abroad not only
supports personal growth, but it is also very valuable for
'8 your future career path. Many companies see international
' experience as something positive and impressive. Soon my
language stay will come to an end, and the time has passed
far too quickly.
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